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CONTAINING : 
Obſervations on V R 7 T 7 N G in General 2 


THE. - 


Proper Poſture in Sitting to WRITE: 


Rules for choofing QUILLS and a PENS 
for different Hands, (proving that "the common 


— v. 


Methods of ſitting to write, and nibbing the Pen, 


obſtruct the Freedom of Writing: N 


Wich whatever elſe may tend to Perfetin i in 
pj, Tos MS that ART.” * „ 5 


N eceſſary not nad for | Teachers of Wriding; but 
for all Perſons concerned 1 in B. 


To which : are added, 0 


Two Alphabetical Sets of Copies ſuited to a Quarto 4 
5 on the LOSE: of Leng 8 Moral 
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: By WILLIAM LEEKEY, 
Writing-Maſter. 2 


LONDON: 


Printed for C. and R. WARE, at the Bible and Sun, 
on Ludgate-Hill, Os. 
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2. publiſpd, 


335 | 12 HE Youno CIERE's ASSISTANT} or, 
5 Penmanſtip made eaſy, inſtructive and entertaining. 

| Being a compleat Pocket Copy-Book, curiouſly en- 
13 05 tao on 61 Copper-Plates, for the Practice of Youth in 
1855 the ART of WRITING. | | 
ICE 7 TAR added, | 

1 13 | A new Drawing-Book of Medes. 

| By Monſieur B. PIC ART. 


: Price 35. and 6d. with a Diſcourſe on the Uſe of the 
'Pen annexed. 


Fon A | *. B. A Diſcourſe on the Uſe of the Pen may be had 


a alone, Price Six-pence, 
1 EEE 
| | 
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Se Uipo PANCIROLLUS, in his 
22% Account . of memorable Thin gs 


Rt 6 hot, expreſſes himſelf thus; 


The Invention of Letters is 

© much controverted by Authors ; 
N — ſuppoſed they were found 
* out by the Phenicians, which Lucan inti- 
© mates in his third Book, when he ſings, 


&« Phyenicians that (if Fame we dare believe) 
& To human Speech firſt Charaters did give. 


Whether theſe Characters were written, or 
how wrote; if engrapen, cut in Wood, &c. is 
not the Buſineſs of this D:ſcourſe. to treat of. 
Writing and Engravin ſeem to be very antient, 
as we find in Holy Writ, Job xix. a3, 24. 
6 Oh that my Words were now written |. Ob that 
be 1 were printed in à Book ! That they were 


aven with an Iron Pen and Lead, in the 
doc for eber? 


Thus we ſee that Writing, fs os and 


Pri wing, are no new Hventions: How theſe 
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Arts were performed in antient Times, or their 
Difference with the ral 1s not relative to 
my Defgn; which is chie 2 to point out the 
two great Difficulties that obſtruct our preſent 
Writers, and lay down Rules for the Eaſe of 


the Writer, which will tend to the F reedom 
of Writing. 


There is no Art of more Uſe, or in Eſteem, 
than modern Writing. No Art of more Uſe, 
| becauſe no Commerce or Bufineſs can be carried 
on without it. Its Uſefulneſs to thoſe concerned 
in the Law, to ſuch as have any Naval or Mi- 
litary Employments, alſo to the Phy/ician and 
Divine, together with the Reputation it hath 
with all Perſons, render it altogether needleſs 
to make any Encomiums on its Uſe, ſhould I be 
better qualiſied than I am. It is emed not only 
for its Uſe, but for its Beauty, excelling = 
other Arts when rightly performed: I. fay 
excells, being executed with ſo ſmall an ry 
ment as the Pen, and at one ſingle Operation; 
for when Afler-J ouches are made, that Letger ſo 
aſſiſted is not wrote, but drawn, painted or 
patch'd, and that additional Aſiſtance takes away 


the very Propriety of Mriting. Therefore, when 


performed as it ought, I know no one Art of 
ſuch an exact Proportion, ſuch other excellent 
Qualitres, as in Writing, (which makes it not 
only valued for its Uſe, but for its Freedom 
and Beauty) that is performed with but one 
Tool and at one Motion, except the yaluable 


Art of Writing, = — = and therefore commands 
Eſteem. 


: * The 


33 if 

The two great D:fficulties that obftruf# the 

Freedom of Writing are, the Pofition of your 

Body in Sitting, and laying your Book or Pa- 
per before you; the other, making or 1166: 


your Pen. In this Diſcourſe I ſhall not only 


int out the Errors the common and much- 
approved Methods are liable to, but ſhall lay 
down ſuch other Rules for the more eaſy Wri- 
ting a free Hand, as I daily practiſe, and am 
convinced of the Certainty by Experience. I 
would not have any imagine that I endeavour 
to inſtruct ſuch as know little or nothing of 
Writing ; my principal and main Yew is to re- 
move thoſe Dzfficultzes and Diſcouragements 
out of the Way of ſuch as have been | /#r7ving 
and endeavouring in the Dark, either thro' 
wrong Inſtructions, falſe Ideas, or erroneous 
Practice. Nothing is more 7Zrue than that 
there are many Perſons who would be thought, 
and by many are eſteemed good Mriters, yet 
are ſo perplexed at making their Pens, that 
they are obliged to the Aſſiſtance of common 
Pen- cutters, few of whom, if any, know how 
to worzte, and therefore it is fimply 7mpofſible 
they ſhould be capable of making good Pens 
| + with Certainty. TY I 


In order to make a good Pen, you muſt 
provide a good Knife; or if you have two, 
zone for the ſhaping, the other for nibbing, 


vou will find the Benefit. I. find that the 
Blade, if frong and large, takes off the NG 


the cleaner, the Weight of the Blade requiring 
2188: 1 | leſs 
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(4) 
leſs Preſſure: The Eage alſo ought to be frrait, 
and not too keen; the round-pointed Blades 
hinder nibbing the Pen ſquare, and if too keen, 
when nibbing a ſtrong Pen, the Edge is apt to 


turn. | 


The next Thing is the Choice of Quills,, and 
of theſe there are from ſeveral Counties great 
9rantities brought to LonDoN, as from 
Yorkſhire, Sbropſbire, Lincolnſhire, &c. the 
former of which are the beſt, by reaſon of 


their Clearneſs and Strengib. To make theſe 
natural 2zl//s of more Uſe, there are two 


Ways of manufaduring them,, call'd dutching 
and clarifying; the firſt is done by the Help 
of Fire; the other by boiling them in Vater; 
and then clearing them over a Charcoal Fire, 
or putting them into hot Sand, Here it may 
not be amiſs to remove a Make ſome good 
Writers labour under, who think theſe Pers 


are boiled in Oil; whereas, if they were boiled 


in Oil, the In could never fow from them: 
On the other Hand, this Method of clarifying 
them is to take out that Ozly Matter that is 


natural to raw 2s, which cauſes a ſpungy 


Nib after very little Writing. Theſe Quits 


ſo manufactured are of longer Duration than, 


raw Quills, and uſeful to ſuch who diſpatch 
Bufineſs: They have alſo a better Look; but 


are, nevertheleſs, not ſo neceſſary for Writing- 


Schools as a natural Sell, after it is of ſome 
Ae, and kept very dry, ſo that the Ozly 


Maner before ſpoken of is dried away, it 


having 


(2 
having not that Brittleneſe, as when it is 
dutch'd or clarify d (eſpecially if ſo manufac- 
tured by an un :1ful Perſon) therefore more fit 
to write ſet Lines, and indeed, if not ſcraped 


too much over the Slit, is much eaſier to make. 


But this is what may be called a Branch of 
other People's Bufineſs;: ſo I ſhall not here 
trouble my Reader with their Secrets, this be- 


ing ſufficient to my Purpoſe. 


I obſerved before, I did not write for b 
who were totally unacquainted with Mriting; 
XZ ſo I ſhall avoid directing how to hold the 
= 21), the Knife, and. the like, for I conclude 
XZ ſuch for whom I wr:te have been taught that 
already. Neither ſhall I, when I come to treat 
of Writing, concern myſelf about the Slope of 
the Deſe, how to fit to the Light, &c. think- 
ing thoſe Directions entirely v/eleſs and unne- 
ceſſary ; tho I am very ſure, the Maſter who 
writes upon a flat Table has the Advantage of 
bim who writes upon an extraordinary ſlope 
Deſe, becauſe the In is apt to RECOIL; con- 
ſequently, if the Flowing of the Ink is thereby 
impeded, the Freedom and Beauty of the Letter, 
or Command of Hand, is very much hzndered, 
nor will it appear with its proper Sprightlineſs 
as it ſhould, 3 ol 


Thus being provided with Knife, Quills, 


and Writing Table or Deſt, your Paper and 
== {+ being ſuch as you may write on; the ane 
bdeing neither too coarſe nor of too if a Na- 
7” | | fure; 


(8 ) ' 
ture; the other, that you may write with, and 
that with Pleaſure, which is very difficult, 
if the [n+ be too thin, or of too gummy a Na- 
ture: If made with I- Poder, it is apt ſome- 
times not to mix well with the Water, for want 
of ſome other Ingredient to cement them, as 
it were. Ink thus made is very often ſandy, Wl 
which getting into the N7b, not only ſpoils the 
Pen, but the Writing looks of divers "a5 and 
the leading Strokes coarſe. Theſe are Things, 
tho ſomething relative to this Diſcourſe, I ſhall 
not enlarge upon, for the Regſon before- 
mentioned — ſuppoſing my Reader a Writer ; 
neither ſhall I trouble him with my Thoughts 
of Writing in particular, or in its ſeveral 
Branches, whether in the Writing- Schools, Bu- 
neſs, or the Law, but only ſpeak: to Writing 
in general, — that being neceſſary before T treat 
of the two principal Parts of m Deſign, Viz. 
, Sittingto rw, and 83 the e Pen 2 


668 


S 


5 
ESE 
In General. 


HE Art of Writing is a Repreſentation 

of our Words. To obtain Perfection 
in that Art, the Hz ap muſt be fully informed 
of what the Hand ought to do; not informed 
with vain and trifimg Fancies and ftragghng 
Strokes, which are zſed by ſome as though they 
were. of Ornament, but of a juſt Proportion of 
the Characters; and this Information is acquired 
by getting an exact Idea of the Hand you intend 
to be Maſter of. In few Words, Writing is 
performed at once, with one Operation of the 
PEN, | | 5 | 


The Writer who endeavours to mend his 
Writing by patching or filling up, adding 
Strength, or any other Afitance, forfeits his 
Character as a Writer, and may be more 
Juſtly, and with greater Propriety, called a 
Letter-Dauber. I am not againſt Mriting 
having its % and proper Embelliſhments, but 
this ought to be more carefully and judzcioufly 

| __ 1 done, 


„„ 

done, and requires no little Study and Appli- 
cation to diſpoſe it right. In ſuch a trifling 
Aſiſtance as placing a Dot at the Tail or Head 
of any open Letter, ſome have done it ſo clum- 
fily that it has even ſpoiled the Beauty of the 
Letter; inſtead of mending, they have marred 
that which was good without Afifance. 


To write well, is to write correc#ly : It mat- 
ters not what S/ope the Writing | is of, how wide, 
or how narrow, ſo that it be all alike. Should 
you write a Line after the ſame Mode as was 
in vogue 40 or 50 Years ago, if the Writer fo 
deſigned, he ſhews himſelf a Maſter of the 
Art; and indeed I muſt acknowledge, I think 
that Writing which is the moſt /egible the beſt : 
The Deſign of Writing is to convey your Ideas, 
therefore the plainer the Charader, the more it 

is likely to ſtrike the Eye, and conſequently 
ſooner = a proper Impreſſion. In a late Per- 

Formance, called the UNIVERSAL PENMAN, 
there is a Number of Mriting-Maſters who 

have endeavoured to make the Art as excellent 
in that Way as is poſſible; and tho ſome of 
thoſe Maſters had eſtabliſh'd Characters, either 

by being known to the World by their Per- 
formances, or by ſerving a kind of Apprentice- 
ſhip to thoſe who had already made themſelves 
_ known either by publiſhing or teaching; yet the 

Engraver of that able Performance is not in- 
ſenſible that there are ſome Pieces from others 
{till then cure TOW that have nothing 
more 


1 
more to recommend them than that they are all 
of a piece, for the Correfneſs of the Writing is 
ſufficient to ſpeak its Worth, without the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of Ornament, or Command of Hand. 


To write a good Line, or a good Piece of 
Writing, ſuppoſing a four or a fix Line Piece, 
you are carefully to have Regard that you hold 
on and end as you begin: This, and this only, 
is the harde/t Part of Writing for the Graver; 
and I venture to affirm that Writing, for the 
Engraver to execute his Art in a Workman-like 
Manner, is the moſt d:ficult Part of Writing 
whatever. A Man who is an excellent En- 
graver, matters nothing more than a due Pro- 
portion; anda regular Slope, occaſioned by that 
Proportion: I mean all thoſe Letters depending 
on an n or n of an equal Y/:ath, the Turns as 
agreeable as is poſſible for the Hand to perform, 
which will cauſe the ſaid Proportion; all the 
Ovals, and thoſe Letters depending on an 
Oval, as nigh alike as you can; the Tops and 
Bottoms of a Heighth and Length: Therefore 
I fay, if the Writing be wide ar narrow, up- 
r:ght or ſlope, more or leſs, the Equality of ſuch 
Writing will ffrike the Eye, and have nothing 
to diſcommend it but the Prejudice and 21 
Mature of ſuch who cannot perform after ſo 
Juſt a manner, and therefore are determined 
to decry it, and ſubſiztute, in the room of 
ſuch Mriting, their own incorrect Performances. 

„ Equal 


| 
: 
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Equal Width and equal Heighth is the main 
Bufineſs of Writing, for an Engraver to en- 
grave from; the Beauty of the Turns, by 
having a fine leading or hair Stroke, is ſome- 
times detrimental to the taking of the Wri- 
ting to the Plate, eſpecially if they are not 
proportionable, and tho' not feen ſo eafy with 


the naked Eye, yet after being engraved or 


printed, will ſhew their Deformity. 1 mention 
this, becauſe I know thoſe who have ſtrove 
to write neat for the Purpoſe abovenamed, yet 
with Care and Pains could not vrite a ſingle 
Line for that Uſe, tho' their Writing, to 
the Eye of indifferent Judges, would look 


very agreeable, — and this ow:ng only to the 


Want of Correctness. 


There are ſome very good Writers that 
ſpoil the Beauty of their Labour by an over 
Fondneſs for Ornament: After they have 
wrote a good Piece, or ſometimes a /ingle 
Word, will dreſs and ſmother it in Flouriſhes, 
When a Piece of Writing is thus hid, the 
Defign of it is off, by what they put for 
Embelliſhment, ſtriking the Eye before the 


Writing. Such Perſons as theſe, tho' they 


write well, and have a good Command of 
Hand, yet would they ew theſe ſeparately, 
would find the Benefit of it. A good Word 


or Piece of Writing will command, as it were, 


the Attention of a judicious Fudge, without 
Aſtance. It is poſſible for the beſt-made 


Man 


1 ( 13 ) | 

XZ Man in the World to be ſpoiled in his Shape, to 

outward Appearance, by the Help of his Taylor, 
Kc. or for the fineſt Bird to be hid in a Bub. 
This has been the Caſe in ring many a good 


| This Day was publiſhed, 
New GERA ENGLISH DICTIONARY; 


2 particularly calculated for the Uſe and Improvement of ſuch as are unac- 
guainted with the Learned Languages: Wherein the difficult Words, and 
Technical Terms made uſe of in Anatomy, Architecture, Arithmetick, 
Algebra, A ſtronomy, Botany, Chymiſtry, Divinity, Gardening, Grammar, 
asking, Heraldry, Hiſtory, Horſemanſhip, Hunting, Huſbandry, Law, 
XX Logick, Mathematicks, Mechanicks, Military Affairs, Muſick, Navigation, 
Painting, Poetry, Rhetorick, Sculpture, Surgery, Sc. are not only fully 
explained, but accented on their proper Syllables, to prevent a vicious Pronun- 
ciation; and mark'd with initial Letters, to denote the Part of Speech to 
which each Word peculiarly belongs. To which is prefix'd a compendious 
Engliſh Grammar, with general Rules for the ready Formation of one Parc 
of Speech from another; by the due Application whereof, ſuch as underſtand 
== Engliſh only may be able to write as correctly and elegantly, as thoſe who 
have been fome Years converſant in the Latin, Creek, Se. Languages. 
Together with a Supplement of the proper Names of the molt noted King- 
doms, Provinces, Cities, Towns, Rivers, Sc. throughout the known 
World. As alſo, of the moſt celebrated Emperors, Kings, Queens, Prieſts, 
Poets, Philoſophers, Generals, &c. whether Jewiſh, Pagan, Mahometan, 
or Chriſtian ; but more eſpecially ſuch as are mentioned either in the Old or 
New Teftament, The Whole Alphaberically digeſted, and accented in the 
| fame Manner, and for the fame Purpoſe, as the preceding Part; being col- 
lected for the Uſe of fuch as have but an imperfect Idea of the Engliſh 
| Orthography. Originally begun by the Reverend Mr. Tuomas Drcar, 
| School- Maſter at Stratford le Bow, Author of the Guide to the Engliſb 


0 1 


Pak box, Gent. The Twelfth Edition, with the Addition of the ſeveral 

Market Towns in England and Wales; giving a general Deſcription of the 
Places, their Situations, Market-Days, Government, Manufactures, Number 

of Repreſentatives ſent to Parliament, Diſtance from London, both in com- 
puated and meaſured Miles, &c, Price 6s. bound. 


Printed for C. and R. Ware, at the Bible and Sun on Ludgate- Hill, 


Wo | Tongue, the Spelling Dictionary, &c. And now finiſhed by WIL ETIAN 


Sitting to RITE „ 


T is ſurprizing that the common Method 


of ſitting to write hath not been alterd 


in the Writing Schools, when it is well 
known that there are Numbers of Perſons 
who have had a Writing Education, and yet 
as ſoon as they become ſomewhat weaned 
from their School Inſtructions, and are initiated 
into real Bu/ineſs, they fall, as it were, in- 
ſenſibly into what moſt Teachers call Error ; 
and ſo ſoon as they have in reality fallen from 


their firſt Inſtructions, from if, aukward Wl 


and. lame Writers, they become exceeding 
good Clerks, write free, and diſpatch Buſineſs 
with Neatneſs and Corre&neſs. This I ſpeak 
not upon Truſt, but experimentally, and of 
my own Knowledge, Altho' what I ſhall 
lay down as a fundamental Truth, is an ap- 
prov'd Error; and as I freely own I differ from 
mot, if not all, the Writing - Maſters, eſpe- 
cially thoſe who are called REGULARLY 
' BRED, yet I differ upon good Reafons, Prac- 


tice and Experience. I hope to make good 1 


my followin g Meihed to the Satisfaction of 
thoſe 


EC #61 
thoſe who will artentively read and make 
RIAL. 


1 begin with /itting to write, before the 
Nuſing or making the PR N, it being neceſſary 
Ito know how to /t, as in the Sequel will ap- 


N — 

1 1 Directions for Sitting, Ge. 
bod 
rd 2 T your Seat be ſo high as that you may 
ell 2 fit eaſy ea iy, without either your Legs hangi . 
ons or throwing them from you: Your Deſe or 
yet Table about the Heighth of your Middle. — 
ed MR Thus Seated, lay your Book or Paper awry; 
ted bat is, inſtead of being ſtraight before you, let 
in- t incline towards your left Arm or Side; 
„; the more it inclines, the more your Slope will 
Om be. If you write upright, then lay your Book 
rd or Paper even before you. Fix your Body 
ng direciiy before your Deſ or Table, with both 
ſs right and left Elbows on it, as the general 
ak Method of Teaching is | that your te 7 A 
of Hauld be. | 
all | 8 e 
p- Thus ſeated, and your Book, Sc. before 
MN you, you may write with all the Freedom 
be- and Eaſe you deſire: No nervous Flutter- 
LY gings, . Numbneſs, and Stiffneſs, 
c- that too frequently /#ti7g with the left Side 
ood towards the Deſe, and leaning the Streſs of 
of | your 
oſe 


* 
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your Body upon your left Arm occaſions, 
will attend you. The above Method will 


fuit all Siges, and both Sexes; the Fat and 


the Lean, the Tall or the Short, Men of 
bulky Size, and Ladies laced in their Stays, 
will all nd this Method eafy and pradiica- 


ble; they will write without Fatigue, with 


a great deal of Freedom: What is more, they 
will write even without LEADING-STRINGS, 
either Angle or ſlape Lines, or any other A 


fiftance whatever. 


This Po/it:on of the Body, I know, may 
feem a little ſtrange at the firſt trying. I 
ſhall t let my Reader know, that I have 
been converſant in Writing, both at home and 
abroad, for more than z7wenty Years, and have 
ſeen as great a Variety of Writing, and as many 
different Writers (perhaps) as any Man of 
my Age: I have wrote, at Times, no one 


more; yet 'till within about ſeven Years, 1 


always found a great deal of Difficulty in 
writing legible, free and correct but at laff 
falling into this Method, with what I ſhall 


mention concerning the nibbing of the PEN, i 


I venture to m that I write with little or 
no Fatigue at all, as legible as ever, with 
more Freedom, equally correct, and with 
Eaſe, or very litthe Pain, diſpatch Buſineſs 
for Hours together, and that by this Method 
I now offer to the PuBL1ick. I ert this, 
not only to be believed barely upon my 

> | 8 Credit 3 
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edit, but it is well 4,own to many Perſons : 
Fome to whom I have communicated this Me- 
Jod are able and willing to teſtify the Veracity 
f this Aſertion. Any Perſon that is grounded 
the common Praclice of Writing, and ri- 
etted in Opinion, let him but TRY: If it 
hould ſeem ſomething diſſicult at firſt, all new 
Vings are ſeemingly fo, till made eaſy by Uſe: 
F he has been iHeructed in one Form or Way of 
Piiting, he muſt be badly grounded, if, to 
a new Method, he is afraid of putting his 
and cut, as the School PHRASE is. : 
All new Drventions require a particular 
Explanation: This I ſhall, in few Words, 
Endeavour to demonſtrate; ſuppoſing a can- 
Reader will not only read, but TRY, 
rithout the Preudices of Education. Many 
bas been the Time that I have ſeen Perſons 
rrite in this Poſture (and no doubt but others 
gave) and I have aſked them how they could 
Mirrite fo, or rebuked them for it, telling them 
= was, ſure they were not taught ſo. If, in real 
ine, they have replied they could not 
rite as they were 7aught, is not this a very 
rprizing Anſwer? And yet perhaps theſe 
ery Penſons write a better Hand for Bufmneſs 
ban the MasTER who taught them. The 
lain [nconventency attending the common Me- 
ad of /tting to write helps to illuſtrate my 
Porr; viz, There are very few but what find 
= 7:ficult to write either even, or to keep a Line 
fan exact Heighth : The Reaſon of this is, 
_ EW | becauſe 


becauſe as your Body inclines to the Je fl to- 
wards your Deſe, you write from you, which 
cauſes you to fall in the Ewvenneſs, if you write | 1 4 
without Lines: If you write with them, un- 2 | 
leſs you follow your Writing, it declines at the 1 
End of the Line, by ftretching your Hand, and n 
being from directly under your EYE. Should > 7 
you move your Body after your Writing too far, eu, 
your Writing will become larger at the Cloſe * ö bl 
of the Line. 1 
The Method 1 have laid down, remedies theſe | G 
and all other Inconveniencies attending the com- q 
mon POSTURE in Sitting, and laying your 
Book or PA ER, to write; for you have | 
no Occaſion to ir your Body, but it at Eaſe, 
as if fitting in an Elbow Charr ; the Fatigue in 
Writing is leflen'd, by having both your Arms 
to eaſe you, laying an equal Weight on the 
Table or Deſes to ſupport your Bop; — the 
right Hand directing the PEN towards the Co- 
ner of the Paper, and tho it res, it riſes ſo | 
gradually, that when you come to Jay your | 
Paper ſtrait, your Writing is as even as if per- 
form'd with Lines. When you have wrote your | 
Full Length of the Stretch of your Fingers, your | 
left Hand is employed in drawing the Paper to- 
wards your Bop v, and puſhing it from you 
when your Line is "finiſhed, to begin again. 
The Writers of the Law Hands are only 
excepted (if any) from this Method of Wri- 
ting, and they but in Part; which ſnews the 
Es. of "__ Method, Their Writing, | 
a” 


7 to- 1 | ſpecially Engroſſing, is quite upright; now 
Peey always fit rait, and hold their Elbows out, 
sI have deſcribed, their Parchment being 


write J 
ven before them. 


it the 
i 5 

c 8 

8 8 * 
and 
3 5 by 38 z 


Cloſe i 


theſe 
com- | 
your 
have 
e in Winclining their left Side to the Deſe. Youth 
Arms deſigned for Baſineſi will write at School after the 
the y 
= the | 
Cor- | 
s ſo 
your | 
per- | 
your 
your | 
" to- | 
you g 


ovly 
Vi- what more erected; yet, nevertheleſs; he goes 

over the ſame Szrokes that the PEN has al- 
* ready performed, whether upright or ſlope; the 


the 


ing, 


. a: 


This' PosITIoN of Body 


nd Parchment naturally cauſes them to draw 


She Pex ſtrait towards their Bodies, and as the 
Parcbment lies, obliges them to write perpend:- 
Fular; — conſequently, if the Paper or Book 
laid awry or uneven, inclining towards your 
J/7 Side, and drawing the PEN towards your 
Body, you have a Slope accordingly. 


WRriTiNG-MASTERS will find Eaſe, and 


5 cquire Reputation, by this way of Teaching to 
erite, among 


the FAIR SEX, whole Stays 
and Dreſs are troubleſome to them, if they fit 


Manner many of them inſenſibly fall into when 
they have left School for ſome Time. I ſhall in- 
tance that Engravers lit in this Pgſition, the 
Plate laying on their Sand- Bag, as I ſay the 
Boo or Paper ought to lay, ſeldom having it 


even, but when they Ho“ at what they have 
7/1 formed. 


| Indeed there is this Difference be- 
Etween Mriting and Engraving ; the one is per- 
formed by drawing your PEN towards your 


Body; the other, by puſhing the Graver from 
vou; and the Engraver holds his Graver in 
the Palm of his Hand, his right Arm ſome- 


C2 Pojuton 


— . 


Oe — äEG 00s Re 
_ — - 


though calculated for general Good, but what | 2 


ariſe. Men of Buſineſs, whether in large or 


| ( 20 ) = 
Poſition of his Body and the Plate the ſame as I 
have laid down for Writing: There is this 
Agreement between them, that however the In- 
firuments or Tools held or uſed may differ, yet 
they both fend to the ſame End, and anſwer 
the ſame Purpoſe, by reaſon of the Pofition of i 
the Body, &c. E| 
I am ſenfible that this Method may be di/- i 
advantageous in placing Boys in common at 
School; they will be obliged to have much 
more Room in their Forms. >To this I ſhall only 
anſwer, there are few new Things advanced, ei 


meet with ſome particular Exception; and 
tho this may be a ſeeming Diſiculty, yet this 
Method of fitting to rite, if it anſwers the 
End of writing free, the Maſter will find it W 
worth his while to follow it. It is attended 
with an Advantage to ſuch WRITING- 
MasTERS- who are employed in Teachin 
abroad, where no ſuch little Difficulty can 


ſmall Concerns, will quickly find the Benefit 
of it in the eaſy Diſpatch of Buſineſs, which 
muſt be allowed is the principal Deſign of 
Writing in general, Theſe few Obſervations 
are enough on the common Way of ting to 
z ite, and the Attempt I have made to de- 
monſtrate my Metbed to be plain, eaſy, and 
intelligible to a moderate Capacity. I doubt not 
but they will find à favourable Acceptance, 
if 7 nay be allowed to ert, that 1 know 1 
good 


. 
Jood Clerks as any in London that write after 
is this Method, with Succeſs and to Satrsfafion ; 


this 

In- which will corroborate what I have here ad- 

yet Wt wanced. 

wer If it ſhould be 94jeHed againſt by Geometri- 

: of cal Letter-Makers, or by the moſt eminent 
= Wxzirinc-MasTERs, I am conſtrained to ſay, 

diſ- that their Objections are a Proof of the Cer- 

1 at tainty of the Method. I have already obſerved 

uch it matters not what Slope Writing is of, 

nly whether 58 or 60 Degrees; no one can write 

iced, either Slope with Certainty without Lines, and 

yhat then he is not only fatigued with making his 

and Letters of an equal Difance and Width, but he 

this WF is cramped and perplexed-to keep a Conſſtency 

the with his Geometrical Lines, which in ſome 


meaſure hinders the Freedom, and altogether 
8 /poils the Beauty of Writing. And for thoſe 


N G- who would take upon hem to be the moſt _ 
hing nent of the Profeſſion of Writing- Maſters, I 
can can but to hem ſay, I preſume they will not 
e or take from me the Chara&er of a WRITER, 
refit then conſequently I am a fort of a Fudge; and 
nich therefore I have freely deliver'd my Opinion of 
f the Matter: Obſerving further, that I think 
ions that as there are few H/r:ting- Maſters who fol- 
g to lo this common Method that have arrived to be 
de- much ſuperior to myſelf, I believe the Rea- 
and ſen | is, becauſe the general Methed of SH 
not E WRONG, 
ance, „ 
How 


1 
N 
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TCC I 
How to make a PEN. 


HE Manufactured Gail, before ſpoken 8 
of, have no need of ſcraping to make 
them ſit clear, as raw Quills have; and they 
are apt to ſpht too high, unleſs prevented by 
placing your Thumb at the Heighth you would 


have the Sit to flop. The Cheeks are not to be 


made ftrong in a weak Quill, nor weak in a 


frong one; tho the main Judgment lies in the 
fitting and nibbing. If the Quill is weak, the if F 


Slit muſt be the ſhorter ; if ſtrong, it matters | 
not how long, the Cheeks being made in pro- 3 


Portion: So that if uſed by an obedient Hand, 3 


it hath a Spring, and opens and {puts at plea- | 3 


ſure, as is evident in Striking, or Command of 
Hand. In order to make a good PEN, Care 


muſt: be taken that the 8/7 is not forced fo hard 


as to gape or open; neither ſhould: the Nzb be 
bent inwards; both theſe Failings tending to 
the ſame bad End: The 'fir/t cauſes the Pen 
not to caſt the Ine; the other, after very little 


Uſe, occaſions a double Stroke; and when the 


Nib is recovered. from that forced Strain, the 


Slit opens not much unlike that which | wal 
forced too much. The Shit ſhould be always eaj 5 


and clear, ſo that * niobed as I ſhall. Gew, 


youl 


they 
d by 
vould 
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( 2}. 
you may write with the Eaſe od Freedom of a 
MasTER of WRITING. 

Your Pex being made all but nibbing, and 
indeed there is the great Error that moſt Per- 
| ſons are guzlty of, but more eſpecially WRI- 
TING-MASTERS,: who go upon a Maxim laid 
down by ſome of the Profeſſion who were in 
Eſteem thirty Years ago. If I difer from them 
in this Particular, I hope to demonſtrate that I 
have Reaſon to be of another Opinion, and I 
doubt not but I ſhall ſucceed. | 

1 ſhall, 77/fance, in giving you my Way of 

making the Pen to. write the Round Hands; 
which is, 
AK E each Cheek, or Side of the Slit, as 
equal as fa ible, having a ftrait- bladed 
Knife : Nib it quite even, or ſquare; your Slit 
being long or ſhort, according to the Strength of 
your Quill, and the ordi nary ks you uſe in 
Writing. 

Tho' this may be contrary to the Methods 
commonly practiſed, if I have the Succeſs to 
oint out the Errors any other way of nibbin 
the Pen is liable to, then T ſhall have little to 
do to ſpeak in behalf of the above Method of 
nibbing the Pen; which Pen when ſo nibbed, 
and the Poſition of the Body, as before laid 


| down, is duly obſerved, Writing will find an 


eafer and better Suctels to thoſe who now 
think it a Burthen and a Fatigue to write. 

The common Practice of nibbing the PEN 
is, that the Part next your Hand be ſome- 
thin: 8 the 3 and * Should on 

Ni 


bl | ( 44.) 
Fl | Nih in that Part be the narroweſt, it muſt of 
courſe be the weakeſt : If the ſporteſt, the other 
Part of the Mi muſt touch the Paper before 
it, and. then you 757 as well have no Slit at 
all; but I ſuppoſe by ſhorteſt is meant, that it 
il is on a ſort of Slant from the other Part of the 
lt; Nib; and this indeed catinot be avoided any 
11 other way than by carefully holding the Pen- 
I knife with the Point of the Blade on a Line 
| with the Handle; for when it ſeems to point 
| 3 ftrom you, the off Part of the Nih is upon a 
| Slant from the inner; ſo that as the PEN is re- 
verſed when you write, the Slant Part of the 
= Nib lies next your Hand: The inner Part of 
1 the N76 being longeſt, cauſes a ſort of Nub at 
ul the Turn of the Letter, a Swelling or a Jet- 
8 ting out, becauſe that Part of the NMib next 
| pour Hand being on a Slant, the other firſt 
N touches the Paper, and conſequently leaves a 
| | Marz at the Outſide of the Turn, when the 
| inner Part of the NIV has performed the lead- 
ing Stroke. If the Hand is not obedrent, the 
long Part of the Nb follows the ſbort, and then 
the leading Stroke appears thick and clumſy, and 
as it were ſandy and ſpeckled. This has been 
the Fault of many a correct Writer. 
Should you =) your PEN to write the 
Round Hand with the Part of the Mö next 
your Hand the longeſt, it has its Difficulty, 
for there will certainly be a Break at the ſame 
Part of the Turn where I have deſcribed the 
Nub to be, which is | occafioned by turning 


your 


1 
of Four Hand, or leaving of to perform the lead. 
rg Stroke; the outward Part of the Nib be- 


5 ore ng longeſt, if not ſomewhat eaſed, would cauſe 
ja a Splaſhing of the Int, The inner Part of the 
nn NMö being the ſhorteſt, muſt leave the Paper 


he ſooneſt; when the longeff, the Difficulty 
hath been obſerved already. The outmoſt 
Part of the Nib, by being longeſt, may make 
the leading Strobe fine; but then it will appear 
like a Scratch; that Part of the Nb ſoon worn 
out, and then become ſpungy. | 
If theſe Objections are true, there is no 
Writer whatever that ſees theſe Errors in a 
Piece of Writing, but muſt allow them. 
Then there can be but one other Way, which 
FE muſt be by nibbing the PEN ſquare; for, if the 


ext BY of Part of the Nb, or the near, is either langer 
irs or ſhorter, twill ſubject Writing to the Di- 
A culties J have mentioned. | 
he BW I have nothing to ſay to nibbing the Pen 
d- ſquare further than that, as no other Method 
he will anſwer the Purpoſe of Writing without 
en WF obſtructing free Writing, nibbing the PEN 
nd fuare muſt be the only true Method. 
en ; ln orger to write the Running Hand, or the 
Hand for Bufneſs, the Method of nibbing is 
he the ame, as to being even, but not ſo jquare, 
xt and the Cheeks ſomething ſtronger. than in the 
9. | Round Hands, and not ſo much ſlant taken off, 
ae —letting the Back of the Knzfe incline towards 
1e you, which cauſes the Mi to be of a hollow 
V4 Round, and in your Writing cauſes a ſort of 
Ty 


balf-Full at the Tails or free Turns, which in- 
= deed 


| ( 26 ) 


deed may be more viſible by /friking after the 
Dutch Command, and ornamenting German- 
Text Letters, — this fort of PEN being very 
proper for thoſe Purpoſes. 9 

To write the Law Hands, which (by the 
way) are very few, and very little practiſed fince ⁶ 
the A# of Parliament for rendering all Proceed- wh 
ings in Engliſh hath took Place; the PEN, 
however, to write thoſe Hands, is nibbed 
fironger than the way above laid down; ſhorter 
14 in the Sit, and being held almoſt upright, the 
14 | inner Part of the Nib rather ſlanting from the 


J j off, inclining towards your Body, cuts your Fu/ls | 

18 „ ſquare, and makes your back Strokes without 
'F any manner of Aſiſtance whatever. J 
14 | Thus, in this ſmall DISCOURSE, 1 
181 have laid down what I th: are the very and. 
8: | only Inconveniencies that Hinder a willing Per- 


fon from writing a free, legible and correct i 


. | Hand ;— ERRORS that were implanted by. 
bl Þ their firſt Iiſtructors, — ſo, of courſe, harder WF 
1 to be removed from them; but I am ſenſible 
. there are many Perſons who would w://ingly 
7 .& extricate themſeFves from the Difficulties they Wi: 
US - labour under, which, as it were, compel them 


to write in a fig, aukward' Manner. Others 
there are who are fo attached to Error, that 
their Pride in remaining ſo is not worth the 
Obſervation of any one who writes for publick We: 
Good. And therefore I offer this Diſcourſe to 
the Conſideration of thoſe impartial Perſons 
who are willing to TRY if what I have advanced 
be true and practicable, 


Should 


3 5 v1 . 
5. — 
111 
"Fs * 
« i 
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X Should any one find me erroneous in any of 
ny 4/ertions, T ſhall not only acknowledge my 

Conviction to the World, but thankfully efteem 
that Perſon as my Friend, and not only mine, 
put my Reader's. But I muſt beg leave to o- 
Evrve, that it is not every one that ſays, I have 
avanced wrong Things; but he is to believed 
ho can give more rational Reaſons to the con- 


'EN, Mary of my Aſertions, than I have in Vindica- 
ibbed on of them, of which every conſiderate MAN 
= a competent Judge. 
the 3 iſ 

ee, End of the Diſcourſe. 

Fulls =: 


This Day was publiſhed, | 

HE YOUNG MAN's COMPANION: or, The fever 
WR Branches of uſeful- Learning made perfectly eaſy. Containing Plain 
Wireftions for a Young Man's attaining to Read and Write true Engliſh; the 
ett and eaſieſt Inſtructions for Writing Variety of Hands, with Copies both 
Proſe and Verſe, How to write Letters of Compliment, Friendſhip, or 
Bu fincls, Forms of Notes, Receipts, Bills, Bonds, Indentures; Leaſes and 
ö eleaſes, Letters of Attorney, Wills, &c. A ſhort and eaſy Method of 
Sh op and Book-Keeping, Merchants-Accompts, &c. An Explanation of the 
I rczorian Kalendar, or New-Stile ; ſhewing the Method of finding the 
golden Number, Epact, Dominical Letter, the Age of the Moon, Eaſter- 
Pay, &c. with an Account of the ſeveral ZEras, or Epochas, uſed by 
WP itorians, The Art of Menſuration, applied to the meaſuring of Boards and 
imber, Carpenters, Joiners, Sawyers, Bricklayers, Plaiſterers, Plummers, 
Maſons, Glaziers, and Painters Work. How to compute the Charge of 
Building an Houſe, or any Part thereof. Gavging, Surveying, Plotting of 
and by Gunter's Chain, and taking Heights and Diſtances by the Quadrant, 
c. Aſtronomy, or an Account of the Motions, Diſtances, Periods, &c. of 
ee Planets and Fixed Stars. A Deſcription of the Earth, and alſo of the 


hem ounties, Pariſhes, Kc. in England and Wales. Monthly Obſervations in 
| ardeninę, Planting, Grafting, and Inoculating Fruit-Trees, and the beſt 
hers ime to Prune them. To which is added, 'The' Family Companion for 


Prking on Linen, Pickling, Preſerving, Making Wine of Fruit; with 
any approved and experienced Medicines for the Poor. And exact Lifts of 
i the Fairs in England and Wales, both fixed and moveable; wherein the 
PP arket-Towns are likewiſe diſtinguiſhed by the Days of the Week on which 
cir Markets are held. Together with a Compendium of Intereſt, ſhewing 
e Method of finding the Intereft due at any Time for any Sum of Money, 


2, 21, 3, 32, 4, 47, 5, and 6 per Cent, per Annum, Written by 
MATH, in a plain and eaſy Stile, that a Young Man may both 
r ſons adily and eaſily improve and qualify himſelf for Buſineſs, without the Help 


Fa Maſter. The Twenty-Second Edition, with large Additions and Im- 
royements by J. BAARROW. Price bound 2s. 6 d. 8 
Printed for C. and R. Ware, on Ludgate- Hill, 
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Man's Actions determine his Fortune. 


Be ſlow in reſolving, and quick in ex 


cuting. 
Conſideration ſecures us from Repentance. 
Do willingly that which cannot be avoided. 
Every Action ſhould have its proper End. 
Fear to do what begets Fear when done. 
Grace below conducts unto Glory above. 
Hope is the true Cordial of human Life. 
Innocence is better than the ſtrongeſt Armour. 
Keep Peace, if you would enjoy Plenty. 
Live fo as not to be ſurpriſed by Death. 
Memory is a Bleſſing attended by Judgment. 
Neceſſity is too often the Mother of Shame. 1 
Obey punctually, if you would obtain Command 
Patience, tho? it be a flow Remedy, is ſure. | 
Quiet is a much ſurer Poſſeſſion than Fame. 
Receive thankfully what Providence beſtows. 
Silence is the beſt Prologue to wiſe Speech. 
Time and Truth will compaſs all good Ends. 
Virtue in Adverſity will command, Applauſe. 
Unity is a better Guard than military Force, 
Wealth is a Bleſſing that depends on Uſe. 
Aantippeès Humour taught {wh Patience. 
Youth is Man's hot Fit, Age his cold one. 
cal, like Fire, muſt be kept in Subjection. 
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DEFINITIONS. 


\ Lacrity is Obedience in good Humour, 
| [1 Beneficence is the Imitation of Divinity, 
=X Clemency is Juſtice without Rage. 

WS Deſpair flows from Fear without Bounds. 
Experience is the Treaſure of Examples. 
Fame is the Report of virtuous Actions. 

EZ Gratitude is an active Memory, 

= Happineſs is but the Effect of Content. 

ME Integrity ariſes from the Love of Good, 
= Knowledge is the Wealth of the Mind. 

Learning is the Spoil of other Men's Labours, 
Melancholy is conſiderate Grief. | 
Neceſlity may be felt, but not underſtood. 
Opinion is what Man takes for Truth. 
Patience is right Reaſon in Suffering. 

Quality is tried by Virtue's Touchſtone. 
Reaſon is a Ray of the Divinity. 

Stupidity is the Palſy of the Mind. 


Zo Tranquility ariſes from the Senſe of Safety. 
VS. Vigilance is a waking Attention. 

Uneaſineſs is the Fever of the Mind. 
ds. Wiſdom is the Application of Knowledge. 
le, Aenophon's Wit recorded his Valour. 
8. Youth's Fallies ſpeak the Temper of the Man. 


Leno was the firſt of the Stoic P hiloſopher 1 


Of 


6360) 


Of the Poryrs, or SToPs, and other Mak Ks uſed in | 


Writing, and Reading ; with their Characters, 
Places, and Signification. 


UE Pointing 1s very neceſſary in Writing, to prevent 
Confuſion, and aſſiſt the Reader, both as to a right 
Pronunciation, by the raiſing and falling of the Voice; and 
alſo to the more eaſy and diſtin Fas er of the Senſe, 
and is of no leſs Uſe to others, who ſhall hear us read, or ſee 
our Writing. 
The four principal Points or Stops appertaining to a Hah 
tence are, : | 
1. A Comma, which is mark'd thus (,) 
2. A Semicolon thus () 
3. A Colon thus (:) 


4. A Period, or full Stop, at the End of a Sentence 


thus (.) 

[,] Example of the Comma, 

It is not the bare Act, but the Intention of it, that ako E 
virtuous or vicious. 

At each of the Comma's in the above-mention'd VE. 
you are to ſtop whilſt you may leiſurely tell one. 

[;] Example of the Semicolon. 

In the Scripture, the Ignorant may learn all uſeful W 
and the Knowing may learn to diſcern their own Ignorance. 

In this Sentence — are to ſtop at the Semicolon at the 
Word Knowledge, whilſt you may count two. 

{:] Example of the Colon. 

It may be a leſs Evil to commit Sin, and not bas it, than ta 
love Sin, and not ſo frequently to commit it : The former argues 
Weakneſs of Grace; but the other the Corruption of Nature. 

At the Colon in this laft Sentence after the Word ity you are 
to ſtop, whilſt you may count three. 

7 Example of the Period, or full Stop. 

+4 gnorancr makes a Man conceited ; and C. NEW ye — him 
the Feſt of & wy ab 

Here, at the Point after Society, you are to ſtop, till you can 
count four, before you read any farther. 

An Example of theſe four Stops or Points we have, P/a/hz 
cxſi. 5. Let the Righteous mite me, it ſhall be a Kindneſs ; and 
let him reprove me, it ſhall be an excellent Oil, aubich Hall nbt 
break my Head: For yet my Prayer alſo fhall be in their 
Calamities. 

How ſtrangely would this Text appear, if any one mould 
write it thus Let the Righteous fmite me it, . be a 
Kinaneſs and let; him reprove me it Gall, &C, 
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We: 1. 
A Note of Exclamation or Admiration, is mark'd thus (!) 
Example. Oh the Depth of the Riches ! 
A Parentheſis, which includes ſome additional or explanatory 


* 


Words in a Sentence, is made thus () 


| Example. F or T know in me (that is, in my F leſp) dwelleth 
10 Good, But this among the beſt Authors is now as much as 
poſlible avoided. | 


When a Queſtion is aſked, you are to make a crooked Mark 


over the Period thus (?) which is called a Note of Interrogation. 

Example. Who would be defirous of Riches, did he but confider 
the Ewvils which attend them | 

( Apoſtrophe, is a Comma at the Head of Letters, figni- 
fying ſome Letter or Letters left out for quicker Pronunciation; 
as TI for I will, would'ſt for wouldeft, ſba nt for ſhall not, 
uber for never, is' for is it, bit for it is, #th' for in the, ver 
for over. It is alſo uſed to denote a Genitive Caſe, as my 
Fathers Land, my Wife's Son; for Land of” my F ather, Son 
of my Wife. 

(-- ) Diereſis, is a Mark made to denote the Parting of two 
Vowels, which otherwiſe might ſeem to make a Diphthong, 
and is ſet over the latter Vowel, as in the very Word Diargſis, 
Gilead, &c. of which we have ocaſionally ſpoken, before. 


() Hyphen, a Note either of joining the Syllables of the 


ſame Word, when one or more of them happen to be writ in 
one Line, and the reſt, for want of Room, in another : Or 
elſe divides the ſeveral integral Parts of a compounded Word, 
as Hand. granadoes, Fire- ſpovel. In which Kind of Compoſi- 
tion our Language is ſecond to none; no not to the copious 
Greek itſelf, 


Eclipſis, is a Piece of a Line drawn to denote that ſome Part 


of a Verſe or Sentence cited is left out, either at the Begin- 


ning or End; as, | 
_ | *Tis till the Miſer's Lot; 
The Young Fool ſpends all that the Old Knave got. 


(©) Quotation, or double Comma reverſe, is uſed at the 


Beginning of the Line, and ſhews what is quoted from an 
Author to be in his own Words. . 
() Paragraph, denotes a Diviſion comprehending ſeveral 
Sentences under one Head, and is uſed in ſubdividing a Chapter 
or Book into leſſer Parts or Portions. 

(F) Index, is a Note like a Hand, with the Fore-Finger 
pointing out at ſomething that is remarkable. . 

(+) Obeliſk, is a Mark of Reference to the Margin. 


(5) Section, denotes the Beginning of a new Head or 
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7%) Accent, is placed over a Vowel to denote that the Streſg 
or Sound in Pronunciation is on that Syllable. 
() Breve, over a Vowel, ſhews it muſt be ſounded ſhort, 


quick, and briſk. 


(4) Circumflex, is of the ſame Shape with the Caret, but 
is placed over ſome Vowel to ſhew the Syllable to be long, as 


Euphrates. | 


(% To the above add that which is called Caret, that is to 


which is to ſhew where a 


ſay in Engliſh, it is wanting, mark'd as a Latin Circumflex, 
ord forgotten in the Hurry of 


Writing, and placed above the Line, is to come in. | 
And ſo much for Pointing; which, carefully obſerved, will 
add Grace and Credit to your Writing. J 


Short Lines fer TEXT- HAND. 


A Bandon whatſoever's ill. 
Be wiſe betimes. 
Care deſtroys the Body. 
Do the Things that are juſt. 
Expect to receive as you give. 


Frequent good Company. 
Give what you give chearfully. 


Have good Men in Eſteem. 
Tmitate that which is good. 


Keep God's Commandments. 


Learn to be wiſe. | 
Money anſwers all Things. 
Nothing get, nothing have. 
Obſerve Modeſty. | 
Pleaſures are very ſhort. 
Pains are very long. 


Quit all Revenge. ; 


Quiet your Paſſions. 
Recompence a good Turn. 
Repent of your Sins. 
Spare for to live. 


Sin not wilfully. 
Time will improve. 


Turn from your Sins. 


Uſe moderate Pleaſure. 


Uſe not bad Company.  * 
Vain are moſt Pleaſures. * 


Vile are the Vulgar. 


Wiſdom is the principal Thing, 
Wiſe Men are ſcarce. 
Xenophon and Xenocrates. 
Zeno and Zenobia. : i 
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